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Pi Alpha Xi Digital Photo Contest

2020

Pi Alpha Xi established a photography contest in 1996 to be held annually in 
conjunction with the Annual Conference of the American Society for 
Horticultural Science. The purpose of the contest is to promote Pi Alpha Xi 
(PAX) to ASHS membership, to support PAX's scholarship program, and to 
encourage horticulture-related photography. 



Category: Perfect Partners

These images represent what the photographer believes to be 
outstanding plant combinations. These can be container, bed or 
floral design compositions. The images should show clearly how 
the two plant partners are being used, IE landscape setting, etc.

First Place

Title:  Perfect Partners

Caption:  The green leaf profile resembles a person's head, 
which is paired up with the shadows of adjacent plants on 
greenhouse glass.

Photographer: Robert Lyons



Flowers at Night

These images should be floral material in the garden, flowers in silhouette, in a vase, or even a laboratory or 

greenhouse but clearly in a night-time setting.  Flash photography and LED lighting are permitted.  Emphasis should be 

on the beauty of the flower, with minimal attention to the lighting/background.  Examples include a moth visiting a 

flower at night, or a time exposure of a garden on a moonlit night. 

First Place

Title: Shooting the Strawberry Moon in Picayune

Caption: Indigoferadecora, Agave americana, 
Callicarpa americana, Stokesialaevis, Rubus
moluccanusvar. trilobus, etc. pollinator 
garden 3:45 a.m. Strawberry Moon

Photographer
- Richelle Stafne



Garden Visitors

These images should include gardens, landscapes or plants sharing their space with people or insects. Examples include insects 
and pollinators, people or pets, or wildlife in the garden. Images that include people must include a model release form.

First Place
Keep Calm and Chive on!
- Richelle Stafne

Second Place
Spider in Peril
- Robert Lyons

Third Place
That Green!
- Sonja Maki



Category:  Garden Visitors

Title:  Keep Calm and Chive on!

Caption: Mantis religiosa on Allium 
tuberosum (garlic chives)

Photographer: Richelle Stafne



Category:  Garden Visitors

Title:  Spider in Peril

Caption: Very small spider navigates 
through a pitcher plant.

Photographer: Robert Lyons



Category:  Garden Visitors

Title:  That Green!

Caption: Tailed Jay (Graphium
agamemnon) on yellow lantana.

Photographer: Sonja Maki



Flowering Plants With an Attitude!

²ŜΩǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǎŜŜƴ ǇŀƴǎƛŜǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪ ŎǊŀŎƪǎΣ ƻǊ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǊƻŎƪ 
surfaces.This category is for any horticultural plan growing in an audacious,amazing or 
inconceivable way.Examples include extremely large plant specimens, huge colonies or a lone 
survivor clinging to life in some inhospitable place.

First Place
Intense Masdevallias
- Robert Lyons

Second Place
Torch Ginger
- Robert Lyons

Third Place
Petunia Vista in Medora
- Sonja Maki



Category:  Flowering Plants with an 
Attitude

Title:  Intense Masdevallias

Caption: Like red hot coals in 
a fire, these orchids can 
burn your retina

Photographer: Robert Lyons



Category:  Flowering Plants with an 
Attitude

Title:  Torch Ginger

Caption: This plant is a 
scorcher.

Photographer: Robert Lyons



Title:  Petunia Vista in Medora

Caption: Petunia photographed in 
historic Medora, North Dakota 
during the summer of 2019.

Photographer: Sonja Maki

Category:  Flowering Plants with an 
Attitude



Serendipity

Sometimes the perfect photograph by chance. This category is for that random shot that was 
unplanned but exemplifies horticulture.

First Place
Blue Poppy Awakening
- Robert Lyons

Second Place
Passion of the Praying Mantid: The Last Supper
- Richelle Stafne

Third Place
Banana ripening at the Devaraja
Market, Mysuru, India
Sonja Maki



Category:  Serendipity

Title:  Blue Poppy Awakening

Caption: The crepe paper like petals 
appear to be crunched into an 
undersized bud until they unfold 
before you realize it.

Photographer: Robert Lyons



Category:  Serendipity

Title:  Passion of the Praying 
Mantid: The Last Supper

Caption: Mantis religiosa on 
Passiflora x covillii hybrid

Photographer: Richelle Stafne



Category:  Serendipity

Title:  Market Bananas

Caption: Banana ripening at 
the DevarajaMarket, 
Mysuru, India

Photographer: Sonja Maki



Horticulture in Production

These images in this category represent the core of academic horticulture in action. These 

images can be from farms, greenhouses, or research plots such as might be used in 

classroom or extension presentations.

First Place
McNeill, Mississippi Mid-Wǳƭȅ ΨaƛŘǎƻǳǘƘΩ aƻǊƴƛƴƎ

'Midsouth' (Vitishybrid) hot and humid, harvest 
morning, July 20, 2018 at the Mississippi State 
University, McNeill Research Station. This grape 
variety was evaluated for south Mississippi 
productivity, insect and disease resistant, and used 
to make wine in collaboration with Lazy Magnolia 
Brewing Company.

Photographer- Richelle Stafne



Photomicrography

Many horticulturists spend hours over a microscope. Here is an opportunity to capture the small world. 

Photomicrographs must be taken using a light microscope, including fluorescence microscopy. Electron 

microscopes that do not capture imagery using optical light technology are not permitted.

First Place
Young Cotton Wood Leaf (cross section)

The young cotton wood leaf: Hand-section young cotton wood 
leaf under confocal microscope. Image was made on May 8 , 
2020. Green spots indicated nuclei stained with SYTOX-green 
and the red spots indicate chloroplasts.

Photographer- ChangbinChen



Altered Images

Photographs manipulated for artistic purposes by applying digital and/or traditional special effects (i.e., 
stacking, colorizing, toning, collage, photo composites, HDR, etc.).Please provide a brief description of the 
steps used to create the image for others to learn new techniques.

First Place
Water Color Poppies
- Robert Lyons

Second Place
¢ƘŜ /ƻƭǳƳōƛƴŜϥǎ ϦIŜŀǊǘά
- ChangbinChen



Category:  Altered Images

Title:  Water color poppies

Caption:

Frilled petals stand against a background of a 
lightly washed brick wall.

Photographer: Robert Lyons


