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MISSION:
ÅTo foster good fellowship between students, educators, and 

     professional horticulturists.

ÅTo promote scholarship, fellowship, professional leadership and the 

enrichment of human life through plants.

ACTIVITIES:
ÅAnnual national Photography Contest

ÅScholarships for student members

ÅPAX Honor Cords for commencement to recognize 

scholastic excellence

Å Individual chapters have various activities: growing 

plants, flower sales, banquets, etc.

Pi Alpha Xi



The Paul Thomas 
Pi Alpha Xi 
Digital Photo Contest 

2024 Results



Perfect Partners
These images represent what the photographer 
believes to be outstanding plant combinations. These 
can be container, bed or floral design compositions. 
The images should show clearly how two plant 
partners are being used.



Category: Perfect Partners

First Place:

Title: Pocket Prairie and 
Pollinator Garden

Caption: A pocket prairie and 
pollinator garden demonstrating 
the native plants of the 
Louisiana Cajun Prairie, LSU 
Wilson Lab planted by students 
from the LSU School of Art and 
Design, Landscape Architecture 
degree programs. 

Photographer: Jennifer 
Blanchard, Louisiana State 
University





Pi Alpha Xi 100th Anniversary

Images that exemplify the mission of Pi Alpha Xi:to 
promote scholarship, fellowship, professional 
leadership, and the enrichment of human life 
through plants. Photos of PAX Plant sales, research, 
field days, group activities, teaching, etc. would be 
appropriate



Category: Pi Alpha Xi 100th 
Anniversary

Second Place

Title: Growth in Unity

Caption: This group photo 
captures the essence of unity 
and growth, with a vibrant 
vine plant weaving its way 
through the gathering.

Photographer: Suroj 
Berlakoti, Utah State 
University





Category: Pi Alpha Xi 100th 
Anniversary

First Place

Title: A Louisiana Flower Farm

Caption: Leah Latiolais, her two 
sons, and her dog can be seen 
entering the flower farm. She has 
been flower farming in Louisiana 
for 8 years and her two sons are 
her assistants. Leah has a B.S. in 
Ecology from Southeastern 
University, and the name of her 
farm is Northshore Natives.

Photographer: Jennifer Blanchard, 
Louisiana State University





Garden Visitors
These images should include gardens, landscapes or 
plants sharing their space with people or insects. 
Examples include insects and pollinators, people or 
pets, or wildlife in the garden. Images that include 
people must include a model release form.



Category: Garden Visitors

Third Place: 

Title: Grylloprociphilus 
imbricator (beech blight 
aphid/boogie-woogie aphid) on 
Fagus grandifolia (American 
beech) in Grayling, Michigan, 
September 27, 2023

Caption: Boogie-Woogie Beech 
Boys of Company Tree

Photographer: Richelle Stafne





Category: Garden Visitors

Second Place

Title:  Mantis religiosa (praying 
mantid) on Passiflora incarnata 
(maypop) x P. caerulea (blue 
passionflower) intertwined with 
Gelsemium sempervirens 
(Carolina jessamine), Picayune, 
MS, September 9, 2023

Caption: Hop on Pop!

Photographer: Richelle Stafne





Category: Garden Visitors

First Place

Title: Working Bee 

Caption:  Garden Bee-havior!

Photographer: Xiomara 
Sotomayor, Delaware Valley 
University





Flowering Plants with 
Attitude!
²ŜΩǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǎŜŜƴ ǇŀƴǎƛŜǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪ 
cracks, or native flowers growing on rock surfaces. 
This category is for any horticultural plant growing in 
an audacious, amazing or inconceivable way. 
Examples include extremely large plant specimens, 
huge colonies or a lone survivor clinging to life in 
some inhospitable place.



Category: Flowering Plants 
with Attitude!

Third Place 

Title: Ferocactus wislizeni 
(fishhook barrel cactus/candy 
barrel cactus) with fruit, 
Tucson, Arizona, April 3, 2024

Caption: Fishing for Fruit 
from the Candy Barrel

Photographer: Richelle 
Stafne





Category: Flowering Plants with 
Attitude!

Second Place: 

Title: Ficus aurea (strangler fig) 
on Taxodium distichum (bald 
cypress), Florida Everglades. 
Naples, FL, December 19, 2017

Caption: Out of the Depths of 
the Florida Swamps: Bald and 
Strangled! 

Photographer: Richelle Stafne





Category: Flowering Plants 
with Attitude!

First Place:

Title: Life finds a way

Caption: Even in the harshest 
environments life flourishes 
and colors the landscape.

Photographer: Saroj 
Burlakoti, Utah State 
University





Serendipity
Sometimes the perfect photography is by chance. This 
category is for that random shot that was unplanned 
but exemplifies horticulture.



Category: Serendipity

Third Place

Title: Camelia japonica 
flowering in rare MS Gulf 
Coast snow, Picayune, MS, 
December 9, 2017

Caption: Karma, Karma, 
Karma Camelia, You Come 
ǿƛǘƘ {ƴƻǿΧ 

Photographer:  Richelle 
Stafne





Category: Serendipity

Second Place

Title:  Chassepareille blanche P. 
incarnata

Caption: Medicinal Plants of the 
United Houma Nation, Louisiana: 
Chassepareille blanche (Passiflora 
incarnata) White Sarsaparilla, LSU 
Medicinal Plant Demonstration 
Garden Hill Farm Teaching Facility

Photographer: Jennifer Blanchard, 
Louisiana State University





Category: Serendipity

First Place

Title: Golden Hour Glimpse

Caption: Bathed in the warm 
hues of the setting sun, this 
fleeting golden hour captures 
the vibrant glow of Ginkgo 
leaves against a timeless 
architectural drop.  

Photographer: Srijana Thapa 
Magar, Kentucky State 
University


