
The Paul Thomas 
Pi Alpha Xi 
Digital Photo Contest 

Contest Entries by Category



Perfect Partners
These images represent what the photographer 
believes to be outstanding plant combinations. These 
can be container, bed or floral design compositions. 
The images should show clearly how two plant 
partners are being used.



Title: Rainbow Over Rot

Caption: A late-season 
tomato plot under a fading 
sunset, with a rainbow rising 
behind the decaying canopy. 
A moment of beauty amid 
post-harvest loss in 
horticultural production. 

Photographer: Shubham 
Singh, University of Florida



Title: Sunrise Synergy

Caption: Summer cabin view 
on Lake Pleasant, St. Cloud, 
Minnesota 

Photographer: Adam Savage, 
Mayo Clinic



Title: Terrestrial Rainbow

Caption: The product of rain 
and sunshine 

Photographer: Molly Boyd, 
UNL



Title: Container Gardening at 
its Best

Caption: Variations in foliage 
color make this container 
special.

Photographer: Karen Panter, 
University of Wyoming, 
Retired



Title: A Tale of Two Trees

Caption: Two Trees Two 
Stories, a reminder that we 
all bloom in our own times.

Photographer: Sri Kiran 
Reddy, Texas A&M



Pi Alpha Xi 100th Anniversary

Images that exemplify the mission of Pi Alpha Xi:to 
promote scholarship, fellowship, professional 
leadership, and the enrichment of human life 
through plants. Photos of PAX Plant sales, research, 
field days, group activities, teaching, etc. would be 
appropriate



Title: Gathering Round Vitis rotundifolia in the Rural Research 
Rotunda 

Caption: Dr. Eric Stafne, Mississippi State University Extension, 
demonstrates vine pruning of Vitis rotundifolia at the McNeill 
Muscadine Field Day 2024.  

Photographer: Richelle Stafne, Former USDA ARS Biol Sci Tech



Garden Visitors
These images should include gardens, landscapes or 
plants sharing their space with people or insects. 
Examples include insects and pollinators, people or 
pets, or wildlife in the garden. Images that include 
people must include a model release form.



Title: Hummingbird Moth

Caption: A hummingbird 
moth hovering by a Liatris 
flower. 

Photographer: Renae Moran, 
University of Maine



Title: Berry Rest

Caption: Dragonfly landing on a blueberry to take a brief 
break in its adventurous flight

Photographer: NalajalaSindoora, UGA



Title: Delight of the Bumblebee

Caption: The pollen is callin'  

Photographer: Molly Boyd, UNL



Title: Wild Turkey

Caption: Wild turkeys roam 
the Big Island of Hawaii 

Photographer: Karen Panter, 
University of Wyoming, 
Retired



Title: Break Time

Caption: Garter snake catching some rays

Photographer: Karen Panter, University of Wyoming, Retired



Title: Sialia sialisSails Home with Snacks Through Saluting Spring Grape Vines

Caption: An eastern bluebird (Sialia sialis) male parent rushes back with food for 
spring babies nested among MidSouth(Vitis hybrid) grape vines in the Mississippi 
home garden. 

Photographer: Richelle Stafne



Title: Carrot Wasp

Caption: There are no small parts, only small hymenopterans

Photographer: Molly boyd, UNL



Title: Buzzing Among the Blues

Caption: A bumblebee flies above vibrant Salvia blooms, perfectly 
capturing the harmony between pollinator and flower.

Photographer: Nirmala Acharya, University of Georgia



Title: Wildlife on the Sidewalk 
Landscape

Caption: A pair of deer 
exploring the sidewalk 
landscape of the University of 
Georgia, GA, USA, illustrating 
the role of sidewalk green 
spaces in supporting wildlife.

Photographer: Nirmala 
Acharya, University of 
Georgia



Title: Beetles and Blooms

Caption: Varied carpet beetle on fleabane in McNeill, MS.

Photographer: Jenny Rials, Mississippi State University



Title: Fire & Flame

Caption: A fiery skipper (Hylephilaphyleus) drinks the nectar of 
Mexican flamevine(Pseudogynoxyschenopodioides) at the UGA 
Trial Gardens in Athens, GA.

Photographer: Alana Edwards, University of Georgia



Flowering Plants with an 
Attitude!
²ŜΩǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǎŜŜƴ ǇŀƴǎƛŜǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪ 
cracks, or native flowers growing on rock surfaces. 
This category is for any horticultural plant growing in 
an audacious, amazing or inconceivable way. 
Examples include extremely large plant specimens, 
huge colonies or a lone survivor clinging to life in 
some inhospitable place.



Title: Bioluminescent Blooms

Caption:  Firefly petunia 
showing off its glow!

Photographer: Ava Forystek, 
Cornell University



Title: Sleeping Beauty 
Awakens

Caption: From the quiet 
darkness, a pristine water lily 
gracefully rises, accompanied 
by the promise of new life. 

Photographer: Qingwu 
Meng, University of Delaware



Title: Phlox in the Rocks

Caption: Phlox diffusaor spreading phlox is a common wildflower of 
the Rocky Mountains. This tough blooming flower was growing among 
the rocks near the tip of Grand Targhee Ski Area on the Western Slope 
of the Grand Tetons.

Photographer: Steven Newman, Newman Events and Consulting, LLC



Title: Harmony in Bloom

Caption: An Ixora cluster 
bursting through a dense 
landscape with unapologetic 
color and symmetry. This 
bloom leads the charge with 
attitude, texture, and tropical 
confidence.

Photographer: Shubham 
Singh, University of Florida



Title: Hanging Flower Pots!

Caption: Little bursts of color 
in every corner

Photographer: Anju 
Chaudhary, Utah State 
University



Title: Skyward Bloom

Caption: ! ǾƛƴŜΩǎ ŘŜƭƛŎŀǘŜ 
white blooms stretch upward 
with quiet determination, 
embracing the sun against a 
backdrop of open sky and 
steel.

Photographer: Suroj 
Burlakoti, Utah State 
University



Serendipity
Sometimes the perfect photography is by chance. This 
category is for that random shot that was unplanned 
but exemplifies horticulture.



Title: Frosted Conifer

Caption: Chilly late winter morning and every plant was frosted. 

Photographer: Karen Panter, Retired-University of Wyoming



Title: ArrowleafBalsamroot on the Bank

Caption: Springtime in the mountains. Arrowleafbalsamroot 
(Balsamorhiza sagittata) has long been favorite of mine in the 
spring. This was shot on the bank of Lake Roosevelt on the 
Columbia River near Kettle Falls, WA. 

Photographer: Steven Newman,Newman Events and Consulting, 
LLC



Title: Sunny Sunflowers

Caption: Fresh cut sunflowers 

Photographer: Karen Panter, Retired, University of Wyoming



Title: Curlicues

Caption: A close-up of Ligulariadisc flowers with curlicued 
stigmas.

Photographer: Renae Moran, University of Maine



Title: Lenten Rose in Summer

Caption: The interesting shapes of Hellebore seed pods that 
caught my eye.

Photographer: Renae Moran, University of Maine



Title: Nature's Unscripted Garden

Caption: Cool and clean hills stretch 
across the natural landscape, 
blanketed in green and adorned 
with a patch of native white 
wildflowers. Their quiet beauty 
brought an unexpected sense of 
calm and connection-a true 
moment of horticultural serendipity.

Photographer: Nirmala Acharya, 

University of Georgia



Title: Tranquil Harmony

Caption: A serene capture of calm water, clear sky, and vibrant greens. A still 
pond framed by graceful Iris leaves and trees, under a crisp blue sky.

Photographer: Nirmala Acharya, 

University of Georgia



Title: Getting the Nod

Caption: Well good morning to you, too! Painted sunflower on a 
morning garden walk-a-bout.

Photographer: Jeffrey Maki



Title: The Secret Garden

Caption: 18,000 annuals compose the "Earth Goddess" living sculpture 
at the Atlanta Botanical Gardens

Photographer: Karl McKim, University of Tennessee


