
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At this year’s annual meeting at ASHS in 
Dallas, we will discuss making some 
changes to the PAX Constitution. The 
biggest change, which is going to the Rules 
Committee for review, is to allow 2-year 
institutions who offer associate’s degrees to 
become members of PAX. Article II of our 
constitution currently states that “Any four-
year university or college offering instruction 
in horticulture is eligible to establish a 
chapter.” It was proposed that we change 
that sentence by adding the words “two- or” 
immediately after “Any.” We would also need 
to edit the wording of Article III under 
Membership from “Regularly enrolled 
students studying horticulture and having 
attained at least junior standing are eligible 
for membership” to: “Regularly enrolled 
students studying horticulture and having 
attained at least sophomore or second-year 
standing are eligible for membership.”  
 
What do you think about this change to allow 
2-year colleges to have PAX chapters? 
Should we do it?  
 
Another discussion that we need to have is: 
should we clarify and allow international 
institutions to have PAX chapters? Nowhere 
in our constitution does it state that only 
institutions in the USA can have PAX 
chapters. Should we clarify this? Should we 
allow international institutions to participate? 
 
Your opinions on both of these issues are 
important; let me know what you think.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Back in 2023, in special recognition of our 
100th anniversary, PAX established the Pi 
Alpha Xi National Endowment. The objective 
of this Endowment is to provide financial 
support to undergraduate and graduate 
students who are active members of Pi Alpha 
Xi. Students in all active chapters are eligible 
to apply. The Endowment, which is managed 
by ASHS, is currently worth more than 
$12,000. Please try to support this valuable 
cause! 
 
The success of organizations such as Pi 
Alpha Xi depends on reliable and dedicated 
volunteers. We are fortunate to have faculty 
from around the USA to assist with PAX. Our 
Vice President, Chad Miller, has done a 
great job editing Lotus. Sonja Maki continues 
to organize a successful photography 
contest. Our secretary, Cole Etheredge 
maintains the minutes from our annual 
meetings, and the PAX Fellow Committee, 
Kim Williams, Ellen Paparozzi, Ryan 
Contreras, and Jim DelPrince, have made an 
excellent choice for the 2026 PAX Fellow. 
(Come to the PAX lunch at ASHS and find 
out who it is!) Thank you all very much! 

I hope to see you at our PAX lunch at ASHS 
in Dallas this August 5! Meanwhile, if you 
have ideas or suggestions for PAX, please 
feel free to email me at mpb27@cornell.edu 
or text/call 631-921-4941. 
 
Thank you,  
Mark Bridgen 
Alpha Chapter 
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